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Ladies ana Gentlemen:

I certeinly did not want to miss a meeting dedieated .to "the
e

defense of academlc frescdom,and since I am prasant,pemit/t{: say
a few short wmrda.
I am a German who,in The year 1933,parted from his mislead

country - that had faljen pray to the powers of oppression and brutal

force,and who found & new home in this great and fres coimntry.henever
one speaks of freedom, the one thirg I have to say from my OWn experience

is,that © E;'ﬁ.'i_l—impnrtant posgession 1ls easler lost than regalned «

To preserve This possession should be the foremost concern of every

nation thet enjoys it,and 1 spoke out of my Eurbpean experience, when

e
I)éerned American audiences -and axpresaé‘? the convigtion,that only

a freedom conscious of jtself an ready to fight can be kept alife

and that never freedom must be s0 cnmplﬁ:ant as to allow its deadly

enemies to destroy freedom., Th.é 1s ex:actly what heﬁpana& in my

unfortunate. country.

The reason for the German tragedy is}p © t the idea of
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frecdomghougd duringthe Welmar Republic 1t | gzed,
has always beep only halfl understood there. In the land of the ne-

formation it was only known as religious freedom,as & protestamf ,
speculative,moral ldea, - but one did not know and appreciate the
immense importance of civil liberty on which the fathers of the
American Union founded their state.

That 1s the tepemendous difference between

the Americen and the Gergem state of mind,2 difference which
again and again .I.-g;p!:re-a us with-eenfidenee m"we see | 5"-‘5.&5-“
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also in this country/the enemies of liberty de not rest ..
Sed civotiid, QUL O

but are gl aying ,th Qzarr upt :Lve gnd—fatal game under the

masky and (ﬁ_t’h"e rame ;f d{fraeﬁom itself.
Let me you a characteristic symptom which

can be observed every time a country s freedom is threaterm 4:
j&?iﬂ the strange arrogance of a number of people who give
themselves the air as though they had receivgiﬁigﬁﬁzigﬁiftative
revelation from g higher sphere as to what is democratic and
what m what is American and what un-American.
Such revelations were also pretendiP 3ﬁih¢ powers in-Germany
which drove me from my country and excommunicated me as un-
German, - a judgment which for good reasons I have never
accepted, and whicﬁ?ﬁaz?;rity too will not accept. But just
as those German judges erred as to what is German, such
inspired minds the world over and also in this country are
erring and giving false judgment, - calling a thing "American"
@ 7zar Yha
which is not at all Aperican, and un-American awhieh
is more genuinely American than they themselves. The efforts
of this type of people are always directed against liberty, -
and which idea could be more American than this: the idea of
civil liberty, of which academic freedom is only one expression.
It is particularly the freedom granted the
intellectual youth, #m the students and scholars, the freedom
granted a special period of life, hichﬂieems 80 very natural

and fitting that one should not begrudge 1t;even though
youthful liberty may sometimes deport itself with absurd
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exuberance, bubbling over like young wiﬂﬁ}ffgagh%htre-iﬂ -

always—timein-—later years -?;r moderation, for wisdom, for
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conservative clrcumapectlnn,ﬁand I remember al:ﬁiﬂﬁing repl y

I once received from several young people at a great American

university. They were the sons and daughters of rich homes,
belonging by birth to the privileged class, and they had

aroused my curiosity by expressing Q@éﬁﬁgiﬁycnmmunist convie-
tions during a conversation. I asked them how this could be
reconciled with their domestic milieu and their future position,

and they replied: "That's just it! When should we be communists

if not now!"
: ; vty
This is a joke, but the matter has its/serious
aspect. Academic freedom does not only mean the right of youth
mentally to sow their wild oats, it does not only mean the
freedom to learn, but also the freedom to teach, the freedom

of research and the 1ndepenﬂence of acience. Where this fre&dum
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y 'American'" or "un-American", there

culture, the soul of the country itself, is in danger, and it

is time for all to whom the idea of freedom means more than
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just a phrase or/an extenuation of reactionary tendencies to

get together and to make a front against the enemy. The

political experiences of my own life have deeply convinced me

of this necessity, and that is the reason why I welcome this

meeting and why I wanted to express to you these few words

of solidarity.

g & SN T LS
XAl \au G



	Thomas Mann Speech 1
	Thomas Mann Speech 2
	Thomas Mann Speech 3

