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Dgar Kirk:

The purpose of this letter 1s teo give as up-to-date a report
a8 possiple on the status of piletures and properties.

"Lest Trein From Harper's Junction” - This 1s a Hal Wallis
proJect. Honnle [EEEn will writs yveou directly conecerning this.
_Jayhawkers"-- This 13 2 Panama and Frank project. Romnie
lubZm will write you direetly concerning this.

"Alitet" - Dorothy Dandridge has read this property and is
excited abcut doing it. Everyone concerned seems to fesl
that thls property with yourself, Dorothy Dandridge anc
Jack Palance would be an exeiting projJect. What do you
think?

"Mauvournsen" - It locks as though we may have to abandon
Ehiz project 2s we are unable to come up Witk the European
Tinencing., Unless we are able te come up with a definite

deal real soon, and by thiz I mean & wesk or two, we will

in all probabllity lose Tony Quinn.

"Sound and Fury" - This 1s a 20th Century-Fox projeet to be
produced by Jerry Wald and directed by Marty Ritt. Ronnie
Lubin ls endeavoring to obtain a firm offer from Fox btefors
submltfing this property to you. He quoted them $350,000,00
or $250,000.00 plus 25 per cent of the nes profita, I do
not think 1t is possible to get a groes procseds deal from
Fex. As a part of this deal, 1t mlght be posslble to get

&n optlen from Fox on Ritt's services for one pigture for
your own actlvities. You will recall that Marty Ritt was
the director whom David 3usskind regarded se highly znd
wlth whom he had a contract, Ritt hzs done two or three
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pictures af% Fox and at tThe moment appears to be the falr-haired
boy at the studio.

"Sllent Jun" - I spoke to Ronnie Lubln and he sdvises me that

A 1%t iz Impesailble to get Gary Cooper for thls projeet. I you
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think that Tony Curtls would be rilght for the part, Rononle
will send you the "kinnis" go that you can show it te Tony.

"Life of Goya" - Thie 1 an Albert Lewln project. Ronnile
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will write you more about thlis but at the moment it appears

that Ava Gardnasr is set for the role of the Duchees of Alba

and the property wlll probably be produced im Spaln. Desplte
the fact that Al Lewln may have hed some unsuccessful pleturess,
1t i3 my copinion that be lz one of the most talented indlvidusls
in the industry.

"The Husband" - This 13 & Vera Caspary novel which 1g to be
publlshed In the next few months by one of the leading pub-
lishers both here and in England, I have discussed this
property wilth Harcld Mirisch, whe bhas left Allied Artists,
and who would like to prnduca‘thia property. 1 discussed

a posalble deal with him for your services and those of
Dorlies Day te play busband and wife in this two-rele project.
I discussed a deal whereln each of you (you and Doris) would
recelve $500,000.00 cash for the picture payable at the rate
of $5G,000.00 per vear for ten years. This would create an
annulty for sach of you and even though $350,000.00 properly
lnvestad might return more than this amount per year, it 1is
my opinion that diversification 1s prefersble in this instance,
Marty and Deris have both read the property and llke 1t very
muick, although Dorle has some reservations sbout doing it
becauge the part is smotlional. Dorls hes wanted to stay
away Ifrom smotlonal reles because she can't seem to separate
her own life from ber pleture parts. I willl try to get a
eopy ¢f the galleys for you to read as soon as somethlng
more definite 1z avallable for your consilderation. i
Goldsmith, Vera Caspary's busband, has & tentative commit-
ment with Fritz Lang to direet the ploture and 1t will
probably be made in England since it has &n English baeclk-
eround.

"Revival™ - I am awaiting your reaction to this property
alter reading same. This iz alse a project in which Harold
Mirisch L1z Interested and I think that probably the same
type of deal could be made on this property as indicated

above wlth respect to "The Husband".
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"Angry Hills' Froducer Raymond Stross made & deal on this
property with Eo Mitchum so 1t probably 18 no longer
avallable,

'Tunnel of Love"™ - Dorils Dakx will probably do this at Metro
with Gl=nn Ford. It appears bhat Metro insisted on using
Glenn Ford for thls proeject although the deal has net ye:
Ezen elos=d,

"Indian Fighter" - Reports indicate that the domestie gross
will be between $2,200,000.00 and $2,300,000.00 and the
foreign gross between ;l,EﬂD,ﬂﬂD_Dﬂ and $1,600,000.00. This
indicates a total net profit to all profit participants of
between $600,000.00 and $700,000.00.

"Spring Reunion" - I sent you a copy of Mlke Beck's las:
letfer to me. [t indlcates that the plecture is no: dolng
well and 1In all prebability will lose a ceongidersble sum
of meney - probably between $300,000.00 and $800,000.00.

"Careless Years" - This pieture has not yet been released,
but the release date will be in the next few weeks. tanley
sent you coples of the trade paper reviews which you will see
were qulte gcod. The song "Careless Years” has been on the
hlt parade for many weeks and this should help the gross

af the plzture.

"Ligzie" - The last repert which I received from Metrc

was for the pericd ending June 6th. It indicated a gross

of $156,00C.C0. This represented only a few weeks engage-
ments and, therefore, any definitive information is unavall-
able. However, Red Sllversteln indicatsd to me shat the
Pleture would make & proflt but that he would maks nc
prediction 28 to the amount.

"Phe 3hadow" - Allan Scott has been very ill and unable
to work 8o that this project has slowed down. Hewever,
in & seonversation I had with Allan last week, he sa’d
he was golng to go back to work en the property.

"King Kelly" - Allan Scott completed the acreenplay of
thls property and I am sure that the office wlll send you
& copy, if they have not already done so, as scon as typed
copies have been made up.
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"Ride Qut For FRevenge" - Stanley has probably written you in
detall as to the reaction to the pleture at the preview. Fob
Elumcfe thinks the pleturs should break even based on its

low comst. The picture hés not yet been releiased so there

iz ne definlte informatlon at Tthis moment.

"I 3tole $16,000,000" - I spoke to Jimmy Harrlis regarding this
Treperty ard he advi=zss me that 21 Marmisl, the author's agent,
stated that he would recommend to the authur that he accept
$7,500.00 for all rights. When the offer was submitted to

the auther, the author stated thet bhe wanted $10,000.00

plus 5 per cent of the profits. It sppears that the author

is adamant on theproflit participation sinece thls seems to La
all that he has laft from the $.6,000,000. I think that
$5,000.00 with 5 per cent of the profits might buy the
Froperty, What iz your further advice? £

"Devil's Disclple" - As you know, Rennie is very exeited about
this project. As yet Harold BHBeecht bzs not made & firm offer,
Harold has sald that he wants you very badly for the pars
althoiugh Rennle has the feellng that he 1z 3till trying to

get Marlen Brandeo.

"Man EFainat Himself" - Thiz a property the screenplay for
which kas been wrlttbten by Ernle Lehman and which 1s to be
preduced by Allen Pakula. Ronnle Lubin will wrlie you more
fully abeut this project.

"Party dirl" - Thls is a property written by Charles Schnee
an o b rected by Bob Wise. Ronnie wlill write you about
this one also.

"The Transfer" - This 1s a Panams and Frank projeet. Ronnie
Lubln says thiz is not as important as "Jaybawkers", which

1 mentioned earlier, but he will write you about thig in any
event.

"Ben Hur" - This is still eccoking as the deal with Burt
Tancasfer dild not go threough.

"Maltese Falcon" - This you know sbout sinee Ray apparently
nas been calllng you direetly.
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"Eing of Parlis" - Same situation on this as en Maltese
Falccn,
"Matador" - Ronnie gays that ne 1s trying to zequire this

property for you. I do not know what correspondence you have
had with him regarding thie so I would appreciste your filling
me in., I szaw Jose Ferrmer &t the tennis matches and mentioned
thle property To him, 7Thls was several weeks zZgo. Jose sald
the moperty was for sale but would not let me resd the screen-
play. I gathered from the eonversatloan that the screenplay
wag no good. He Indicated he wanted a lot of meney. That

waz aboeut the extent of my conversation with him., I presume
that Ronnle 1= aware of this situation, If not, he will be
when he receives a copy of this letter.

Agccording to Ronnlie, the three hot projects for your mext
Plcture are 'Sound and Fury®, "Devil's Disciple™ and "Jayhawkers".

I belleve that the above list 1s complete. If not, elther Ronnle
or I or both of us willl supplement same in a subseguent letter,

I will write by separate letter regarding other matters.
Alep, tell Arne I wlll write bher in the next day or twe.

All ng best,

/i%m

SPH :em
ce: Mr, Ronnile Lubin
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