-

Tha UTILITY s Mo, 55.212

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE

Te — . Firk Douglas Brom - Mark Aubla o

e e September 25, 1970

TP | N

Subjec CKE FLEW OVEER THE CUCKOO'S KEST

Deer Firk:

Anne has told me that you have given Freddie the okay to unléed
CUCEDD'S HEET, or at least explore these avenues, Don't you think
that you might be throwing your hands up in a2 moment of uncertainty.
Eomeone 1is going to wake elther one of the worst or one of the best
filme out of this first-rate material. Unless you are 1I0E certain
that you have had ic with CUCKOQ'E NEST in all cepacities either

ag Betor, director or producer, then you might hold om te it a
little longer. You then can make your decisfon on COCREOO'E NEST
when wou finish LIGHT AT THE EDGE OF THE WORLD. This decision
should be m&de when you are not under the pressure of acting,
producing and trying to set a distribution deal, and maybte then
you will be able to concentrate exclusively cn the pros and cons
of your upcoming invelvement with CUCEDO'S KEST.

CUCEDO'S NE3T with a Fred Haynes (ULYSSES, TROPIC OF CANCER) or
gopeone like a Joseph Strict to direct made for under a milliom
dollars with a sensational "Hew York" selected cast, has a good
change to capture a heslthy audience. Of couree, there are no

EuATantees.

Whether or not a nuree can order a lobotomy doesn’'t have to be
en Ingurmountable story point, After all, this is fiction.
People watching or reading CATCH 22 {(CUOCHOO'S NEST is of the
game literary quality ms CATCH) are not expected to question the
film ar book om its historical aceuracy aboub World War II and the
Italian campaign. The events in both bocks exist on different
reality plapes. CUCEM'S HEET would not be a documentary look
at a mental institution and gome of its immates, but, &5 you
have said, a metaphoric microcosm of what goes om in the real
world, "the cowbine"”, The fact that a nuree can order =
lobotomy works in the material's favor.

Amyway, I think you should weit to unload CUCKDO'S NEST.
REemember, the popularity of the book is still om Che upswing and
the Z&n Francilgco play,despite its director and cast,is still
turning people away.

Df course, if selling the book will be a relief to you, then you
should do it so you are Ixee Lo comcenirite on mew or mMOXe pro=-
vocative material, It is just that there are wvery [ew properties
newer or more provocative then CUOCEDQ'S KEST,
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