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Mr. Kirk Douglas
Villa Glolia

230 Via Appla Antieca
Rome, Italy

Dear Kirk:

T hope I haven't been bombarding you with lettérs toc much
lately. However, you were the one who asked for them.

Kirk, when I ¥Eft Fome, you gave me a eopy of STRANGE
HARVEST. I read it briefly on the plane, but wanted to
read it again and give 1t mere thought before I wrote to
you. First of all, Kirk, I honestly can't understand why
I ccouldrn't have gotten a copy of this sooner. The darn
thing was mimeographed anc I certainly mwade enough requests
for it. Especlally since Willie and you and T and Sam are
supposed to be working tcgether, I thinik 1t might have been
a good idea to let us read this at least at the same time
everyone else was reading 1E.

From what I understand, nelther you, 35am nor Willie have
any partisular enthusiasm for the project at the moment.
Prankly, I must dlsagree with you. Upon rereading STRANGE
HARVEST I feel it has the making cf a darn good mction
pleture. There are, of course, a nunber of ways Yyou can
go ahead with the project. T 8:lll think there 1z room
enough for this picture to be made in Italy -- &néd, when
T pay 'room enough' I mean that there have not been too
many projects of this type, especlally in Aperican fllms,
and I don't think the Italian films would take the edze
off this ccmpletely.

Of course, the project would need & very definite rewrite.
T would like to zee the relationship more along the lines
of "angels With Dirty Paces" or "Salty O'Rourka". In other
words, the tough kid stuff should be even funnler than 1%
18 now, with the group of little mobsters. Also, your
relationship must definitely be more Iirm and you shoulé be
{nvelved in some of the shenanigans with this gang. Ap it
stands now, the kid is completely the protagonist and I
thirk vou should share 1n the reapenslbllity of causling

the action in this project. I think ycu should b2 mgreée on
the level with the kid himself -- I think you should be
tougher and perhaps & bl:t mlschlevous, ete., 80 the kid's

sendness for you stems out of a more obvious understandling
in hig recognition of ecertaln characteristics you both have.
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Alsg, I feel strongly that at some polnt in the plcture you
should prove to the kid that you are not only as daring

but have as much guts as he has -- when 1t's necessary to
uge these tralts for a good purpose.

This brings up another point, Kirk, te which I have glven

a lot of thought. %You are a natural athlete. ] saw THREE
VES again the other nlght and the audlience really gasped

at you on the trapeze. I cculd hear pecple whlspering,

"that's really Kirk Dcouglas dolng that"™. I really belleve,

Kirk, that this kind of action 1s a fan-getter. 2o far,

in your plotures, yeu have done a blt of Jugegling, a bit

of riding, trapeze work, boxing, etec. -- and, I thlnk

that perhaps in thls pleture you could do some of all these

things. Perhaps you could take the kid to a gywm to try and

get to know him - then, when he tries to show you how tough

he is, you can shew him how tough you are. Or, perhaps, you

could take him to a swimming pool. Thls would be a wonderful

chance for you tofa) atrip down and(b) do some faney diving

ete. Also, I was thinking that 1t wmight be a good idea

for your wife to be pregnant, with your not knowing it, and

this might be an even deeper basis of her resentment of the

boy until such & tiwme as she reallizea there is room enough

in her heart for all three. Or, she should know earlier

(to the audience) that this is your son and this should

make her accept him.

Cf course there are cother ways of doing this -- perhaps,
you could be an American Olywplc star traveling in Eurcpe
on your Honeymoon, etc.

On the other hand, the idea of Billy Wilder deoing 1t with
a Japanesae kid could be extremely exciting I think. The
biggest book right now is the new (as far as motion
pletures are concerned) Michener bogk. Basically this

iz a 'Madawme Butterfly' story of an Army offlecer and his
Japanese bride. Therefore, if you did STRANGE HARVESI
wilith a Japanese kid I think you could be getting the

Jump on one of the most important projecta of the day.

it any rate, I fel certain that this could be one cf the
productions for the deal that you and Sam and I have been

discussing. f’
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