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I am here tonight as a representative of the most in-

£

vestigated industry in the United States---an industry against
which only one demagogic voice in Congress need be raised amax
to make the American press roar and thunder for days tpon end.
The/iﬂi--g-n-n Congressional—agis 1nvest1gati§%§«have per-
sisted steadily and viciously over a perlod of almost ten years.

During this period there have been other industries more richly

—.’ meriting the attention of investigating committees-~---industries
. b ~ o i , e
y wheoh manufactured faulty equipment «cost the lives of

hundreds of Americans during the war; industries which have
conspired to defraud the government on @ contracts; "industries
which have sold poisonous and adulterated products to the

AN
population; industries which presently conspire a new kind 2

of grand theft agalnst men and women everywhere by insisting
_ppog_grgﬁiﬁg_gg:ﬁagulgggnghgt‘;nxt:xtnnxxxxugmnxnx;xznﬂxﬁnx—- T T
T prexxtonxenxyx the costs of food and general living have
risen beyond Eﬁy index point in our history.
True, there have been occasional murmurs in the press
when a fraud has been 41scoeered, a dangerous drug misadvertised;\
or a coal mina”hfb exploded_fthrough criminal negligence .and -
killed several score workers. But such incidents are re-
. ' corded and quickly forgotten. The campaign of reaction against
my industry continues undiminished and tigorous throughout the
years. That 1s because my industry---the motion picture in-
dustry---deals in ideas. And 1deas can be dangerous, espec-
ially if they are ideas which look forward rather than back-
ward. Indeed, we live in a time when any ldea 1s dangerous;
when, to use the words of a distinguished collegue, Mr. James
Ke¥in McGuiness of the Motion Plcture Alliance-for the Preser-

vation of American ideals, we must not touch the minds of our

audience at all. Mr. McGuilinness rééiéﬁ?ﬁiﬂééiﬁmsed as the
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Eapyes—as voluntary Judas
as
Goat for Hollywood's better dressed reactionaries, and/finger

or mar .

man for the Thomas Un-American Committee.

For years there has been a tendency to huwwwmlk rate
attacks of these

the regulat siehbwsadolippmveesan commlittees according to the

1ngg}1igence of thelr members, and therefore to shrug them off

as the work of morons and illiterates. We remember
A

_When Shirley Temple_was.charged with being.a Communist---and

the whole country rocked with laughter at Martin Dies and
his fellow buffoons. But when the industry found itself
haled before Congress on the charge of war-mongering because |,
it had dared make anti-Fascist films,nthe laughter
knexEuffannnryxandxkhexbuf RFONA XX XNANER X EXXDEAR EEXBL ~QUD>

\é began to realize that the buffoons had power Men whose
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cultural equipment still 1agged behind the stone age were
actually in a position to fill the nation's press with a
c&uupaignﬂ:0 ot the screen's right to speak out on any
issue, no matter how trivial. By now there 1s no laughter
at all. The clowns have taken off theilr masks, and we see
in the present committee P the Polsonous features of Fascism
itself-~-~the attack upon culture, the attack upon freedom of
expression, the attack upon the worker, the sly and vicious
antilsemitism, the bltter hatred of the Negro---even beyond
that, the hatred of people themselves and of all who speak
for them. That is the point at which we have arrived today.
For the motion plcture industry it has meant ey

Ann

the threat of economic reprisals8 at the box-office, pio o o

e TR A XX Ry X AR XEXKEREXANXAX R kuAtaN in a deep and
gnawing timidity Z&;content, and if the drlve persists and

is successful, it means that Hollywood will abandon thought
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altogether in 1its fecadkse- attempt to escape condemnation. : Z
@ When that 1is accomplished #@e pictures will be

W

that the industry will be bankrupted at home and discredited

throughout the werld. "ty
~ganttia A/b
The present committee doesn! t hesitate to us

ot

outright in@imidation in 1itg investigation. It's whole pur-

- . pose is to make people for example, to be in such
a place as this tonight. ’Recently two agents of the commilttee
appeared at a local recording company with a demand that they
be permitted to listen to the recording of Miss Katherine
Hepburn's Wallace speech and take a transcript of it. They
were permitted to do so. But remember, recordings of this

at stores
speech are on sale/all over Los Angeles. Tens of.thousands

ez~ =~ .= _0of coples of 1t _have been printed-in_pamphlet form. _The. I
committee 1tself possessed xkm a copy of the speech. Why,
then,”? did the committee's investigators take the trouble
to go to the recording company? The reason is very clear.
To intimidate the recording company. To intlimidate Miss Hep-
burn. To intimidate you. .
Henry Steele Commager, professor of history at Columbila
T . University, has written an article in the September issue of
Harper's magazine, in which he discusses the new concept of ,
American loyalty, as defined by the various government tests
and the UnAmerican committee. He concludes that this new
loyalty is, beyond anything else, conformity. If you don't
confoérm, you are #ixizmyax arbitrarily cast out. I quote from
Calbor o, Un o frmarnlltn,
hims “Iﬁgis the uneritical and unquestioninfi acceptance of
America as 1t is---the political institutions, the social

relationships, the economic practices. It rejects inquiry

into the race question or socialized medicine, or publie
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.educational work.
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housing, or into the wisdom or validity of our foreign policy.
It reBards as fhrticularly heinous any challenge to what is
called 'the system of free enterprise!, lidentifylng that system
with Amerlicanism. It abandons evolution, repudiates the once
popular concept of progress, and regards America as a finished
product, perfect and complete. . . . It 1s satisfied with mem-
bership in respectable organizations, and, as 1t assumes that
every member of_a. liberal organization is a Communist, con-
céudes kg that every member of a conservative one is a true

American.t_;7 At ﬂrw;XP

Apropos of this, temtwmmeek I think it will interes?

Se—

An
you all that a county employee was rec ently discharged fammm

hvigmgee®s under the new lo:grai.tzI proceedings .o, The

crime which cost him hls Jeb was membership in the Hollywood

Independent Citizens Commfftee of the Arts Scientists and
Professions. f this makes you shudder, consider the
amdxxhxInixxdeiyexpfkpresexandxintimidxcionyxafxEhonghExenmnEx
kem¥x prison sentence recently meted out to Howard Fast

for his work in the Joint Antli-PFPascist Refugee Committee;

or the case of Carl Marzani who resigned from the OSS after

four years of wartime service, aﬁ%f &Miéﬁfhn made a it

praxiakas  mnki tomxpieiure 16-mm motion picture for union
~lu MA~AA&A£J ﬁ»uwh WMt d, ﬁNugﬁgmuj

A B A sentenced to three years

in the Federal Penitentiary. Does it remind you of other
artists . . . in other countries . . . at other times?
A necessary corrolary of the eampaign to conform, the

campalgn against thought itself, hﬂ‘==-e the campaign of

# nationalist self-glorification. We are
not only the Wil best country in the world, but we

are also the smartest and our young men are the strongest
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even
and our young women are the prettiest and/our cats are the

fatestqlliaandxgur , Our universities are the finest; our roads
the longest; our fzrmxhuximssxxmem industry the most generous;
our government the most perfect. No one else in the world
has got what we call "know how,"---and if they don't have 1it,
it's their own fault because they aren't Americans. The
campaign reaches into our schools, replaces offending textbooks
with those which carry the new American eredo, and the first
teacher who lifts her volce 1n defense of truth---or even
modesty---finds her home 1nyaded by @R process servers, and
her career smashed in an of&y of unrestrained calumny and
slander. Beyond this, we proclaim te the world in speech
after statement and statement after speech, that ours is the
one democracy and the only democracy---a#mt that the rest of
the world must accept oﬁ}js;Zflfgal légd;;sﬁip and emulate

our economic system---and thgsfif they resist this generously
offered salvation iERSuEENESMg- they ¥fiould do well to heed
our world-wide air bases and our swift new B-32's and the

atom bomb with which we have killed over a hundred thousand
people in the fllick of an eyelash. This is the new credo

at work . . . the dim stirrings of the folk mg?ﬁ and the

blood myth . . . not idle boasting afilNEgEr as 1t was in

our young nationhood, but now a snarl, SN

Wi, an assertion of fact, a corrupting myth dwm

TN i g o 1

An American!" we chant at massed rallies, "The American Way"
we blare in our headlines---and with each arrogant boast we
spit in the face of the world and they remember we have the

bomb .



s Ce

It is only natural "that whéle the country 1is being
taught the significance of its blood-superilority and its
world mission, the dissenftfers must be hounded. And one

‘?ﬁ’aAégﬁla'tﬁb
need not dissent. One has only to question, to ask.

Ve
b ghose who question most arm publicly are those who are

engaged in the creative arts. And of all the creative arts,

motion plctures have the widest audience. Hence Hollywood

#x has always been the
first vietim of attack. That 1is because Hollywood, for all
its grossness and vulgarity---a grossness and uulgarity

which I am bound to assert also exists in other art forms---

Hollywood has dared to make occasional fine films---films which
were antli-Faclst, films which apoke for the rights of people,

films which expressed the hope for continued.progress.

ghg‘g:Z:gﬂdoes not only include Hollywood. It

~

includes all men and women who engage in the presentation or
diascussion of ideas. Its deadening effect 1is already
sektling over the cultural 1life of the country. Th& drive
agsinst culture, the intellectual terror, ga\e‘ had st &~
effect! ZmxsmexmeyeXxamixgEmEraixfizitsmy Semething is
happening to Ameridan cultural woisisf. T omtntonmes. Som;:
thing haé dulled their perceptions, deprived them of vital

themes. That something is the nation-wide sense of fear.
Consult

Wany quarterly or critical reviewsxx

pexzsnxxicxkhexisnxXorkxpaperaxxxis and you cannot fall to
come across an article deplering the low quality of American
letters. Where are the new writers, the new themes---where
are the great books and the daring ldeas? The answer is,
they have died aborningp in a welter of fear and confuslon
and intimidation and misinformation. &g&/@lthough we may

boast about our size and our strength and our ﬁealth, we
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can make no boasts for our literature., It has been, with

fa by the new American
myth,and its other face, the new American inquisition.

Avel Mzere has our leader motion pictures gone"
It has gone to England and to I alyrq%;

For all our national boastings, our 1nt1ng no com-

parison with the art of occupied and ruined France, Jjust as
our music lags far behind the brilliant comtributions of the
Russians. Well . . . perhaps that 1sn't important. P
xkix¥xhavexxhexhomkx We still have our "know how". We
still have oﬁt sqiehtists, dldn't we make the bomb?

And there, of course, the answer 18 that we aren't so
good on science eilther. And we never have been. The bomb
itself was principally based upon the work of foreigners---
non-Americans, if you please, outlanders anéiphillistines.
In chemistry 1! have capturéaiglx Nobel prizes out of 43.

In physices---and physics is very important to the bomb---we
have won 8 priges out of 39. In medicine and physioladgy
we have won 6 prizes out of 37. In other words, we haxm
are now and we have always been {ar more dependent upbn thg
scientific discoverig:HE% non-Americans than they have been
upon us. Dr. Harold Urey testified before the Senate Sub-
Committee on War Mobilization that: "The relatively small
number of Nobel prizes awarddd to the United States indicates
the weakness of thils country in pure sclence and also, by
contrast, its great strength in industrial development. We
have improved our kEEhmiraXxamiximduzxkrixixdeveXzpmEmix
sclientific position durlng the past 25 years but all

through our history we have drawn on Europe for fundamental

science. Our technical and Industrial developments are the



offspring of this important fundamental sclence."”

<caewsniowar, what %ﬂﬂ* we think of the spectacle of our

government deliberately imprisoning science, impeding the
free flow of scilentifwinformation, compartmentalizing sclence
within our own boundaries, invoking such hideous penalties
upon ExZ careless or injudicious scientists that many of them
refuse government service as too perilous. Meanwhile the
Thomas Committee harries the Federation of Atomlc ‘Scientilsts
as subverslve . . . and the very basis of our ppaaesmy
scientific progress is hedged in with restrictions which
narrow lts range from day to day.

All of this 1s the result of the new intellectual terror

and the new American myth.

not only the xslﬂl persecution of individuals but g%e

corruption and enslavement of our art, our literature,

our sclence and our W=y culture. It reaches in all

o
-

directed by by a man named J. Parnell Thomas and his collegue,

the Honorable James A. Rankin from the ﬁiifﬁéiiﬁﬁ malarial
oy oYy

swamps ofoississippi.

What can we do about 1t? There are many things, of
course. It is a defense of our freedom which merits manmxkamkx
pxxamixgatiyxmppextktesnx all the time we can give it as in-
dividuals, and all the pressures we can exert as an organization.
Certainly every p:%E?BE?ere xhnuf:;%::é tonight ;Mﬁziiih
out the petitions whicth=have=heen- These hecome

your immediate, your personal protest. We h&g?>also published:z

in a set of pamphlets the excellent materlal delivered at



- the Thought Control Conference held nxEx this summer. They

represent a brill%ant and comprehensive ana¥ysis of what

is happening to AmExizanxdss®ESHe our whole soclety under

the blows of reaction. I value my set of these pamph}ets

as I would value a gun---they provide mwmbbh the ammunition
Ixkhinkxkhugexpfxyarxwhnxinxn

with which to deéend myself and to convince others. The

Conference at which they were read was so successful that

a nationwide conference is to be held in Ll' 7 on

October 25-26, uhder the chairmanshlp of Dr. Harlow
Shapley of Harvard University, and under the sponsorship of

a Committee of one Thousand dlstinguished American men

&
and wo;ggjwt‘ i pamphlets, if only to glye  to
TN T s

a friend W has Tot 8

culine . Agra there are many other things which can be
done=--t00 many for me to enumerate and too many for any

one person to accomplish. But the time 1s\very short.

The attack hax been ef@ective. It proposes to continue
until it stands alone in victory---until no one dares to
xpexkxxkm teach, to investigate, to write, to paint, to

speak or even to think. In Germany we have condemned an
entire nation and its people for willingness to permit the
passage of mhelwndmbmmamt undemocratic decrees and wicked
laws. I think that condemmnation is Just. Let usqégﬁﬁﬁéﬁfé?

take immedlate and urgent measures
to make cerﬁain that the Hegtam¥® Beople of the Unlted States
shall never be charged with the same gximiRrR&kxaRixanpimrex

criﬁe---the most terrible crime that can be charged to s
4 nation or ;zz:k'individual---the crime of having permitted

it to happen.



