Aad/&lthough my father was a staunch Republican, and my mother
anaalmos$=£aroeigus»democrat, they found common ground, and

@ almost savag pleasure in declining to state th% par

© which they -je . True, :hnual-ilnlt voteLin the aries,
but that didn't matter. They preferred not to,AhN?/t meant
surrendering one little morsel of private information to any
agency of the government, Later, when my father turned
Democrat, and my mother switched to Republican, they still
declined to state, and my mother pé?gié%éuigjyggssﬁggg;rnness

to this day. R ] kti*;qﬁiﬁj”””“““

\m It went beyond mere stubbornness, or a trivial

insisteri¢ce on privacy. Theyﬂéelieved that all govgpnﬁénts

need wateching, that all officilals ,
mizkruxt havg\an‘unhealtny tendency taward power, and xhex
that the best way to insure

personal freedom ‘to curb the mofbid curiosity of gov-

ernment concerming the rivateféffairs of citizens. They

entertained the view that the congressman, or the governor,

or the president, fgﬁiﬁhat matt ‘held power because th

o

had given it to him tesgoraril

paid his salary, he was their employee rather'thaE\E::? his.
znzxxx:nxdxi-xxz;xznxzn-xxn-x In the realm of polit
they beiieved<agib~it was they who should question congressmen

: é hE‘ 3

: ---and that'§ t
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- 5 ;s : k”was. .

That feeling of being your own man---that=feeling
of drawing a circle around the private area of comscience,

and saying "Let no man, let no government crors this linel"
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an&y—isa&dan$allx;myﬁb¢ﬂ‘,_«e away-with ff—also---that
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feeling of, freedom 13 one that my aughter will noﬁﬁ ave this —;
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enera,
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ye she casts her first vote as a citizen.
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the Amer1$j s of Negro descent. E*fﬁtaen millions of them,
thank God, §nd possibly more whegﬁthe new census is completed.
} They are the ! ope of this 1an,ﬁﬁ They are the moral leaders

of this count VQL They caqg’ in their bare hands the whole

u #
\ destiny of Americh, Itdﬁ% they who will restore civil

......

liberties to this l4pd-f-ours as well as theirs. It is

through the south they are marching
And they will win. Not

fnces.

afé‘doing it for themselves as Americans wﬁ@yinsist on their
full rights as Americans., There is an important difference
here which I wish to make clear, They are winning it for

themselves as Americans, and therefore they are winning it
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ai® to edgation act, you cean be sure thAthingis on itzs way oub,
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willing to standup ang sweapr with the best

negative oqih I object toe.

busineSS‘oﬁ cnstantly being called upon to

W,._Q
not, Lo ‘1the only ong who objects,t
2 oath, Tty When Senator Kennedy and Vice President

iz

3 - =
Bixon Dot agreef%hdnegat ve oath must go from the edmmakizmx

On the other hand, one of pur state gove N tﬁﬁ:@%ﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁﬁt
tht he wasg perfectly willing to take this negative oath every
day in his life. |

I advise him , out of my own experience, not to try it, Soie
22 years /ago I fell in love |dth a girl, andqﬁ when, to my

i
astonishment, she said "yes", I rushedher o ff to Judge Ben B.

Lindsay, who, 2 ~opohed us to be true to each other

/
‘,

|

i

forihe fest of our lives.

However; I was really devoted&to this young wife I'd found, and
| PR
I wanted her to understand beyond any doubt that when I took thst

———

oath, I m =mecELy meané it. So éﬁ%r; night when I returned

home from work, the firgz«t ing I did afterKlosing~ér was tOcﬁéigkjl/
Ether'ig t hand and swear %#e=her \that I was not then andnever had beén

B ——

he took this monotonous sort of
reassurance in good ?:ace. But after a month or two, I

began to\sense g chafige in our re¢lationship. T wasn't able to put
my finger on it until perhaps a week later, when, wal&ﬁng down the stredt,

I tuxesd suddenlfg Sure enoughe It was a detective,

g avourd



