CUPY  GUFY

Mareh 1%, 1945

ifr: Paul Porter, Director
Fadaral Qounmunicntiona Cormission
Washington, I. C.

Daar kr. Porier:

This letter is s formal requesi for sn inveatigation
of motion taken by Hadlo Station EFI in Loa anﬁgiua on
February 10th, whioch we as cltizens believe endangers the
vitally important prinelplea of fres spesch and fresdom

of the sir.

On February lO0th E¥'T sent a telegram to the sponscors
of five programs of news enalysis lnformlng them that
affective March 1 "all newscasiers and news agnalysts will
be employees of EFI," end serving notice in effect that the
sponscors! prasent news anslysts must be replacsd as of
March l.- In other words, the sponsora were glven untll
March 1 to replace thelr news analysts with other types of
program, or to mocoept as news analysts the persons on the
KFI payroll.

This summary action hes provoked wide-spreed public
indignation over the sudden and unexplalined dlsappearence
from the alr of news commentators who hed build up e large
followlng, but we belleve the fundemesntal issues %0 be
broader than any guestion of personalities. The gusation is,
has the owner of s radie statlcn the right to declare that
only hls own employees shall analyze the news for listeners

to his statlion?

(more)
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¥r. Paul Pory—v —i= ~—~yereh 15, 1945

This policy totally dlsregards the rights of sponsors,
but 1t alsc disregards the rlghts of the publio. Qongress
has recognized these rights in the Federsgl Communications let
whioch direota the Erantin? of & license to operate a radlo
station *if publlc convenlence, initerest or necessity is
gorved thereby.” We hold this to mean that & radic statiom
cannot ba operated solely acoording to tha personsl desirss,
politics, or whims of itz ovmar.

With all newscmsters and news pnalysts on its payroll,
KFT will have the sole powsr to decide what news shall be
prasented to its listeners and what withhald. It will have
the =o0ls power to interpret such news. It will also be in
sola ocontrol of the olesr channel assigzned to Lt by your
commission. We balieve thls combination of powers 1s too
graat to be held cnd egdministered by eny person or corporation.
We belisve ths powsr which K¥I has arrogated to itself, tha
power of news solection and interpretetion, is so vaat 1t
should ba gontrollad by the sovarelgn will of the people, as
expressed in g Iree choloe Of news and news analysls programs
on eny gnd all statlons.

We belisve this sovereign right of the peopla ils being
endangered by the aotion of KFI, and we respectfully reguast
gn investigation of all the fa¢ts of the caese, with a view to
such actlon as the Cummission may deem appropriate.

Sinceraly,

BULLYWOOD DEMUCRATIC COMITTEE

Maro Qounnelly
OH A TR AN
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