j/// A CALL TO "GAMBLERS"
" BY KIRK DOUGLAS

When I wes & ycuth I made & lot of mistakes., But
I was lucky, None of them was really serious and out of one
ninor error came a piecs of advice that has helped me all ny
life,

It h@pened while I was working my way through St,
Lawrence University. I came home cne weekend and, very much
ashaned, had to ask my hearde-working, herd-pressed parents for
a loen, I had lost my meager earnings as a walter in a card
game,

"Such a feol you are," my mother sald, as she counted
out the money. "You bet money on cardsl What do the dards
mow ebout you? What do they care? You're such a rich man
it doesn't matter about mcney?™ She gave me an affectlonate
pat, "Everyone likes to take m chance. But are you golng to
build a life on a card game? Bet? Sure, bet! But always
remember this: gemble on yourself.®

I thought of those three magical words = "gamble on
yourself" - the other day when I read a story in my newspaper.
The article stated that last year more than 500,000 new businesses
opened their dcors, The report emphasized the obstacles to
success, the high percentiage of casuaslties in past years and
left the reader with the impression that starting a comp any

was a hazardous asnd foclhardy venture.



I was interested in the story for two reasons. First,
I was one of the statistics, My independent motlon pisture
¢ompany, Bryna Prodnctionc, started the hazardous, but I hope
not foolhardy, business of making movies in 1955, At the
moment, we are g going concern with one profitable film to oup
e¢redit and plens for a minimum of two movies a Year for the
next three Jegrs,

illustrated better the opportunities available to gl) in America,
We sometimas Tforget that glittering generalities about "the
democratic way of 1ife" are founded on some solid facts,
statisties 1ike these. Beyond the numbers is g gEreater stary,
the story of the People involved, We know, from the numbers,
thet net all or these business hopefuls wers rich men, or the
80ns of rich men, Not all were college graduates, op descendants
of socially prominent familise, But it didnit matter, Everyone -
those with 1ittle formal education, soms of recent immigrantl,
anyons at all - had an equal chance +o shape their 1ives, to
bulld their own Sareers, to achieve their own snds,

It 18 these people, ¥illing to gamble on themselves -
theip education, their technical knowlsdge, theip loresight,
their capacity for work - who have made America great, The
lure of most gambling is that you might get "something fop
nothing". My kind of bettors are different - they want some-
thing fop something. Even Las Vogis eculdn't cover the stakes,
which inelude the security of g regular weekly Pay cheek;
penslon, health ang other 'fringe! benefits availabls usually
only to employess; working hours linited by law; and, fre-
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company.,

I have said these "gamblers” have made America grest,
but 1t worke the other way, too, America is great becsuse it
gives 1ts citlizens a chance to take those risks., In too meany
countries the leborer': son can aspire only to his father's
toolsj; the shopkeeper's son cean lock only to running the shop.
A country willing to gamble on 1is citizens, and citizens willing
to gamble on thelr iIndividual attainments, cannot be stopped.
Surely "the right to try" is one of the most precicus items
in owr heritage.

You want to know sbout America, "the land of opportunity™?
Don't lock in a textbock, Ask me - or one of those other
600,000 "gamblers",
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