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For about a year now I've been wanting to discuss with you

certain actual monetary losses I sustained in selling "The

Boy and the Bull" to you, But I couldn't quite figurs out
a way to do 1t without embarrsssing both of us.

Dear Prank and Morrie:

Then when you told me you were going to gst Doc to writs a
letter to Kirk Douglas for you, I zaid to myself: "why that's
a great ideal I'11 just go over to Coa's myself, and see 1if
he won't writs my letfer to Prank and Morrie."

So I want over. ¥ell, yocu lnow old Doc, alway3 broxa as a
bankrupt's bastard, but always willing to write a lettar for
& friend, He said, "what's the situation?™ And I said,
"Well, it's 1liks this, I sold thia script to ths guys for
$10,000, but 1t cost me $1,420 to collact the monsy, and
vesides that, I could have scld the script for $20,000 1if

I hadn't turned 1% over to them, and wha%t I'd liks to do

i3 to hava you write them a letter that would explain why

I think they cught to maks up the $1,420 I loat cn the dsal.
Especially,” I told him, "since the picture 13 bound to coin
a fortune, and the $1,420 wouldn't mean anything on ths bud-
get, bacausa a script cost of $10,0C0 on a film like that

13 just about the lowest anybody ever hsard of.”

So old Doc thought for a whilg, and then he said: "I s%ill
don't see what'a your problem, 3t send 'em a bill." And
I said, "No, no, Dooc, you don't understand. These are nice
guys, and we've done a lot of business togsther, and I den't
want to hurt their feelings, and neither do Iwant tham to
think I'm a son-of-a-bitch. 3o you zs2, Doc, 1t's got to
be a special kind of letter.”

™jell,? said Doc, "do you really think you've got this mon-
ey coming?” And I said, "Yes, Doc, I honestly do.™ And
Doc saild: "And do'iou really think they ought to pay 1t?"
And I 2aid: "I really do, Doc, and I think they will if I
can”only explain to them in a nice way how the deal went for
e,

So Doc saild, "Very well, I'll get a letter ready right away,
not frem you to them, but from me to them, I'1ll call you,
the writer, the guy that wants ths dough, I'll call you X in
the lettar. And I'11 just maks 1t a plain simple atatement
of facts. And then you mail it to them,"

So he wrote it, and I have copied 1t here exactly as he told
me to. Mind you, this is not a letter from me, from X who
wrote the script, but from good old Doc trying to straighten
out the situation in a way that neither you nor I will be em-
barrassed.

Here 18 Doc's letter:



Dear Prank and Morrie:
This g X has come to me, and says the following:

That he promised %o write a sorsenplay called "™The Boy and the
Bull® at his own expense and give exclusive first refusal to
you, n the following conditions: (1) that you weuld lst no
cne elss read 1t; (2) that you would raturn 1% 4f you did not
want 1t so that X sould sell 1t in the open markat; (3) that
you would pay X $10,000 for 4%t 12 yzu wanted 1%,

Now X talls me that he did write ths scrsemplay, and did sud-
mit 1% %o you, dut that certain things hapransd thersalter
which wers not assording to the agreesment but which X dossn't
particularly blame anydody for. X zay3 what happenad was
this: that %l)yeu did let other pecpla read 1t and aven sent
it to forelign couniries, thus destroying his chanze to offer
it to somebody else under a proper front; (2) taat you didn't
return the script when he asied for it; 33 that instead of
paying $10,000 for the soript, you held {t for two mcashs,
and then sent X $15C0 on acsounst,

How X tells me that Hollywocd 13 a screwy place, and that he
can understand that special circumstances c2n make it neces-
sary for pecpls to alter agreements they have previcusly made.
But X went ocn and explained: "You ses ths hell of 1% was, I
had no money at all, and I was in a foreign country with my
family to taks care of, and since I had done every! ny
PArt of the agrsement called for, I badly needed thas 10,000,
When weeks went on and I didn't get any word, I went ocut and
arranged a deal myself with English money which offsred me
$20,000 for the seript. Bu: when I asked for the saript
back, I cculdn't get 4it, S0 I loat $10,000." X sighed
when he told me thls, and I could ses big taars Quivaring
in the corner of his eyss. But then he got censrol of him-
self, and said, "So that's the way the cards fall, What's
ten thouzand dollars anybdow? You loze it tcday, you don't
win 1t tomorrow, but you've had a lot of excitemen: for it.
The point 13," X went en to me, "it ian't that lost ten thous-
and that bothers me, 1t's the money I didn't get on the sum

t was actually secld for," I asked him to explain this in
detall, and the facts as he thinks them to ba, follow:

Because he was brolts, and coculdn't get the mcney ccming to him,
X had to make a forced trip from Mexico City to San Antonio and
return, and that this trip cost hia $180,C0,

That in San Antcnion he had to sell his car to make up for the
mogtey he didn't get on the script; that the car had cost him
r&o eleven montha before, and had a dluebook value of $17S0

he s0ld i1t in San Antonlo, dut that besause he was so
prsssed for time and money, he had to wholesals it for $1060,
which gave him a net loss cof §730-~-just because he couldn't
collect the saript mcney dus him,

That threse months later the government was foreclosing a trust
dsed belonging to X for back income taxes of $3,000. That he



had to fly to Los Angeles to try to raiss ths money; that he
asked you for $3,CC0 of the monsy still owing him; that you
said you didn't havs 1t; but that finally he found a business
man who took your nota for that aum, and gave hia ths mcnsey,

And this trip, which took almost two wesks and which he wouldn's
have had to maks if he had had the money owing him, coat hia
another $420,

Tat when he received final payment frem the script, $50 had
been dedusted from it for intarsest ca the $3,000 he had arrang-
ed for you to borrov, Now X says that any way you figure 1i%t,
this means that he was paying intarsat on his own mensy, amd
has cost him another $50.

Wow X explains to me that the cost of the 38n Antonio ¥rip,ths
1093 on his car, the cost of the Los Angsles trip, and the in-
sarest gharge on his monay cost him a total of 01&20. 30
that instsad of getting $10,CC0 for his secrips, he enly got
$3,580, And this i3 the situation he has asked me to explain
to you,

After I got this all down, I turned to X and salq, 'x% what are
you going to do if these guys tell you to go to hell? X
looksd at me and said, "Nothing,"

I said to him, I said, "X, if they refuse to pay this =mcney, are
you going to turm arcund and start ccnplaininﬁ about having to
do all this new work cn The Boy and the Bull? And X said,
"o, I'm going to do that work just as if they had pald me that
extre money I claim.”

So X said to him, I said, "X, what the hsll idnd of a business
mAn are you, agreeing to do considsrable mors work for nothing,
and planning to 3o right ahead and do 1% even 1f you don't get
paid for scasthing in the past that you thinic 13 due you?r” -

And X said: "I'm not any kind of a business man; I'm a writer."
So I shrugged my shoulders, and told him it was as screwy a

thing as 1'd ever hesard of, but if that's the way hs wantsd it
there was nothing I could do, emcept finish this lstter for

hinm and sign 1t, |
JLA
Dgc ‘Abbott



AUTHOR'S LOCSSES ON "THE BOY AND THE

BULL":

OUR AGREEMENT

I promised to write the screen-
play at my own expense and sub-
mit 1t to you for exclusive
first refusal.

You promised to let no one but
yourselves read it or even see
it.

You promised that if you did
not want the script, you would
return 1t to me immediately so
I could put it on the market.

You promised me that if you
wantec the script you would
pay me 310,000,

when I saw that you were unable to
pay for the property, I arranzed a
sale for $20,000 to an English com-
pany, notified you of this, reguest-
eda the script, and offered tc¢ indem-
nify you for what you had p You
did not even answer my lett

aic.
er.
First loss to me on script--~--cewe-a

Having a family to support, and hav-
ing counted on your payment, I was
forced to drive to 3an Antonio and
sell my in order to live,

Cost of 3an Antcnlo trip-------ce---o

A3
=l

I hac paid 3:+400 new a year before
for my car. It's retail value then
was 31790. But because I had to
sell it at once and in a strange
city, I wholesaled it for 31060,
Losc on car between retail and whole

HOW IT WAS KEPT

I did write it and did in good
faith submit 1it,

You did permit others to reacd it,
and thus destroyed my chance to
offer 1t under someone else's name
in the Hollywood market.

You did not return it, and when
I requested it, you refused to
return it.

You did not pay me the 310,000.
Instead you held the script off
the market for over two months,
and then sent me $1500 cn account.

et o £10, 000

100

sale price



